
ARE YOU CONTENT 

IN YOUR CHURCH CONGREGATION? 

  

 Early in my life as a young preacher, and even several years into my ministry, I had 

grandiose ideas on how to make the congregation with which I worked to grow spiritually and 

numerically.  I had “plans & programs” that would be sure-fire successes (so I thought) if 

adopted and carried out by the elders and members according to my design.  Oftentimes my 

ideas did not excite them to the degree that they excited me.  Even when they were adopted 

sometimes they weren’t implemented in the exact way I thought they should be.  When it was 

apparent that “my way” was not “the way” I would become frustrated and discontented.  My 

discontent affected every aspect of my life.  I never became cantankerous or disagreeable but I 

felt discouraged with a “woe is me” attitude.  My day to day joy as a Christian was totally 

dependent upon how the church was doing.  If the church was experiencing an upswing I was 

“up”.  If the church was in a downward cycle I was “down”. 

  

 My depressed attitude changed when I finally came to the understanding that my 

happiness was not based upon how the church was doing but how “my God and I” were doing in 

my personal daily Christian walk.  I focused on the words of the hymn “I’m Happy Today.”  It 

states, “I’m happy today, oh yes, I’m happy today; In Jesus Christ I’m happy today.”  I also 

pondered the words of Jesus to His disciples, “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in 

My love, just as I kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.  These things I have 

spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full (I John 15:10-

11).”  I also gained wisdom in Paul’s words when he wrote, “Rejoice in the Lord always.  Again 

I will say rejoice...I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content…(Phil. 4:4,11).”  

Oftentimes in Paul’s ministry the church was in a downward trend but he remained “contented” 

with an optimistic view that things could and would get better.  Thus, he continued to serve the 

Lord faithfully amidst the ups and downs of the churches. 

  

  

 It is vitally important for us to understand that “being content” is not the same as 

“being complacent” or being satisfied with the “status quo”.  I am certainly not satisfied with the 



recent cycle of decline the Pataskala church has experienced.  Nor am I satisfied with the size of 

the congregation.  I would be ecstatic to see multiple conversions to Christ in 2011 and to see our 

attendance figures soar to 150, 200, 250 and beyond.  But I refuse to live in the past, looking for 

those to blame, and going back to my “woe is me” mindset.  I have learned that all that transpires 

in the congregation (as long as we are loyal to scripture and moral values) doesn’t always have 

to be to “my liking” for me to be a happy church member.  I’m going to press on doing all that I 

can do to help the church to succeed and grow and I’m going to be “content” and “joyful” in the 

process.  Paul spoke of “...forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to 

those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God 

in Christ Jesus.  Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything 

you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you (Phil. 3:13-15).” 

  

 


