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“And Saul armed David with his armor, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head; 

also he armed him with a coat of mail. And David girded his sword upon his armor, and 

he assayed to go; for he had not proved it. And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with 

these; for I have not proved them. And David put them off him” (1 Sam. 17:38-39). 

  

            As David prepares to battle the Philistine giant, King Saul removes his armor 

and places it upon the shoulders of the next king of Israel. In ancient times, the passing 

of garments and armor from one to another was viewed as a way of transferring a 

position of authority. While this was certainly unintentional on Saul’s part, the removal of 

his armor was nonetheless the beginning of the end for him. And just as Saul gave 

David his armor, we too are passing down our armor (example, influence and legacy) to 

those who would come after us. How strong is that armor, and is it such that others 

would choose to wear it? 

  

            Like King Saul, the day is coming when our armor must be removed and given 

to another. Unfortunately, Saul had difficulty coming to grips with this reality. The best 

thing for he and Israel would have been for him to have accepted this fact and done all 

he could to prepare David for that role, just as Moses did to Joshua (Num. 27:18-23), 

Elijah to Elisha (1 Kings 19:19-21), and John the Baptist to Jesus (John 3:30). The fact 

is we’re all, in one way or another, removing our armor and giving it to others! May we 

do all we can to equip and prepare that next generation for the battles they will 

encounter.   

  

            Is the armor we have worn what others would want to wear? David refused to 

wear Saul’s armor (1 Sam. 17:39). The Scripture reveals that David refused the armor 

because he had not proven it; that is, it was not something he was comfortable with. But 

in my humble opinion, David’s refusal of Saul’s armor was nothing more than a sign of 

his refusal of Saul’s ungodly ways. Tragically many refuse to wear armor that is given to 

them because it’s unfit to wear! It’s imperative that we live in such a way that others 

would want what we have! 

  

            What are we doing to prepare ourselves for that day? King Saul ultimately laid 

down his armor on the battlefield (1 Sam. 31). The transfer of his position was 

inevitable. But sadly, in many ways, he was unprepared! All of us will one day lay down 

our armor on the battlefield of life (Heb. 9:27), and at that point there will be a 

transferring of position (cf. Luke 16:19ff). Are we prepared for that Day? 
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