
“And Pitched His Tent Toward Sodom” 

  

“Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; & Lot journeyed east: & they separated themselves 

the one from the other. Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, & Lot dwelled in the cities of the 

plain, & pitched his tent toward Sodom. But the men of Sodom were wicked & sinners before the 

LORD exceedingly” (Gen. 13:11-13). 

  

            Lot made a calculative decision (and a wrong one at that) to separate from the solidity 

and faithfulness of his uncle Abram and to set up temporary residency along the outskirts of 

wicked Sodom. Abram represents everything that is good, true and faithful while Sodom 

epitomizes everything that is evil. Lot represents the selfish Christian who chooses to separate 

from that which is faithful and true, and the tent which is pitched represents where his 

heart/mind resides. I’m afraid that many, like Lot, have wandered away from the solidity of 

truth (God’s Word) and pitched their proverbial tent toward 21st century Sodom, which is the 

world. This has become increasingly evident in a number of areas, some of which we will 

discuss in this article. 

  

            One of the most striking areas where many Christians have departed from truth and set 

up residency near and been influenced by the world is in the realm of religion. The 

fundamentals of the faith, which Christians once stood united in and considered absolute, are 

now being challenged, even abandoned, by some who have selfishly determined that the sinful 

world (which includes denominationalism) knows better about such issues than does God. For 

example, the distinctiveness (oneness) of the church, which is a fundamental fact of New 

Testament Christianity (cf. Mat. 16:18; Eph. 4:4; Acts 20:28) has, in the minds of many, come 

across too judgmental; thus, they have departed from truth and pitched their tent (mind) 

toward the less provocative view that one church is as good as another. And tragically, the 

evolution of this erroneous position has negatively influenced a host of other doctrinal issues. It 

is time God’s people tear down their tent (erroneous way of thinking) and go back to the old 

paths- God’s Word (Jer. 6:16).    



  

            Another area for concern is prosperity. More and more Christians are pitching their tent 

toward the materialistic world. Lot had been blessed, but he wanted more! And Sodom, which 

was said to have had “excess of food, and prosperous ease” (Ezek. 16:49), offered that which 

Lot desired. Sadly, like the Laodiceans of the first century, many are materially wealthy but 

spiritually destitute (Rev. 3:14ff). They have chosen to pursue the physical over the spiritual, 

and in so doing are in jeopardy of losing everything, including their own souls (cf. Mat. 16:26). 

  

            Many Christians believe that they can live in the plains (on the fringe) without ever being 

negatively influenced by the world. They too think that they can reside there without ever 

suffering harm. But that is simply not the case! Lot was negatively influenced by Sodom, so 

much so that he ultimately made Sodom his home. And it is worth noting that while the end 

result of Sodom was destruction, so too was all the plain where Lot had initially pitched his 

tent (cf. Gen. 19:24-25). Simply, the only safe place to reside is within Christ and His 

church (Acts 2:47). Anywhere else will result in destruction! 
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