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AGITATORS 

By Burt Jones 

 

As a small boy, I recall seeing my mother dump clothes into a wringer-type washer. On 

the top of the washer were two large cylindrical rollers through which she would pull the washed 

clothes in order to squeeze as much water out of them as possible. Located just under the rollers 

was an odd looking piece of equipment that sat directly in the midst of that part of the washer 

holding the water. It sat there, that is, until the washer was turned on, and then you have never 

seen such movement. The water would be violently moved back and forth by this peculiar thing, 

rotating one way and then the other, all through the wash and rinse cycles. Then my mother came 

out, stopped the device from rotating, and it once again just sat there. 

I asked my mother what that thing was that moved the water and the clothes all around. 

She replied that it was an agitator. I said, “I thought those had long tails and lived in the swamp.” 

She looked pitifully at me and explained: “An agitator is necessary to cause the action that 

moves the soiled clothes back and forth through the water.” I asked what happened if the agitator 

did not work. She replied, “If you take the agitator out of your washing machine, you wind up 

with a pile of wet, dirty clothing.” 

Throughout the history of the world, God has strategically placed human agitators right in 

the middle of the dirty world. Their job was to stir up public sentiment against filth of the flesh 

and to render clean the minds of all who learned from them. Noah was an agitator. He troubled 

the minds of those living in the stagnant cistern of sin, but the stains on their sin-soiled souls 

were indelibly etched, “and every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the 

ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were 
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destroyed from the Earth; and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark” 

(Genesis 7:23). 

Moses was an agitator. He stirred up, and kept churning, the filthy friends of Pharaoh un-

til “it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled, and the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants 

was turned against the people, and they said, ‘Why have we done this, that we have let Israel go 

from serving us?’” (Exodus 14:5). That agitating, motivating mover Moses, then “stretched out 

his hand over the sea; and the Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, 

and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the children of Israel went into the 

midst of the sea upon dry ground; and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and 

on their left” (Exodus 14:21-23).  

Paul often troubled the minds of the ungodly. He agitated countless of those “whose God 

is their belly,” among them, Elymas the sorcerer (Phi. 3:19; Acts 13). Paul, the inspired insurrec-

tionist, “filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him, and said, ‘O full of all subtlety and all 

mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert 

the right ways of the Lord?’” (Acts 13:9-10). 

Just about now, I think it only fair to mention that prior to writing this article I took a poll 

of several of my friends who serve as preachers. I asked the question, “What is your definition of 

an agitator?” Without exception, they defined agitator in exactly the same terms as I—a trouble-

maker. But, upon consulting my faithful and true Webster’s Ninth Collegiate Dictionary, I dis-

covered that nowhere in the definition of agitate or agitator was the word troublemaker seen. The 

definitions of agitator ranged from “to give motion to; to excite the mind or feelings of; to at-

tempt to arouse public feeling; one who sitrs up public feeling on controversial matters.”  
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Using this definition, our Lord was also an agitator. He so often excited and troubled the 

minds of others (Matthew 22; Mark 12; John 4; John 8:7, etc.). He aroused public feelings (Mat-

thew 9:33; 21:9; Luke 22:7; etc.). He stirred up public feelings on controversial matters (Mat-

thew 21:12; Mark 2; Mark 11:15, etc.). Isn’t it time we follow His lead and become agitators for 

good? 


