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Contrary to popular belief, people cannot separate their Christian lives from their 

"everyday lives." Those who claim to be Christians must be so twenty-four hours a day—seven  

days a week, or not at all. The Bible is very clear that God will not overlook those who support 

the enemy in any way (Romans 1:28-32).  

The Bible clearly says that man lives in a fallen, sinful world. While man is to do what he 

can to make life on earth better, those efforts must be grounded in the principles found in God's 

Word. To create one's own idea of utopia only creates chaos. At that point, oppression, coercion, 

and tyranny rear their ugly heads. It is unconscionable that those who claim to be Christians 

would go along with liberal ideology. Yet many "believers" find themselves in exactly that same 

situation—in alliance with the depraved God-haters of the world.  

Many Christians have apparently misunderstood what America promises and what it does 

not. The Declaration of Independence states that one has the right to pursue happiness, not the 

right to obtain it. Liberalism is in the business of trying to guarantee happiness for everyone by 

making everyone the same. When government gets in the way by trying to guarantee happiness, 

it creates the most misery. One cannot support liberalism intellectually, morally, or 

“Constitutionally.” Liberalism cannot be justified by common sense, history, or reason. It cannot 

be defended by the Bible or any teachings contained therein.  

History Has a Way of Repeating Itself  

All one must do is look throughout history at the attempts of self-government in order to 

see a pattern. This pattern, which was set forth by English historian Arnold Toynbee, is called 

the "Clock from Bondage to Bondage." Just as the hands of a clock go round and round in a 

predicted cycle, so do the fortunes of man in political terms.  

The cycle begins when a people find themselves in political, social, or spiritual bondage. 

They then learn about the prospect of liberty and have faith that liberty can be obtained. Finding 

faith, however, takes much courage to fight against the ideas and political powers that exist. 

After much pain and sacrifice, the people finally achieve liberty! Once men are free to live as 



God has created them to work with their own hands and to provide for themselves and their 

families, God will bless them with abundance.  

Unfortunately, the nature of man is to look out for himself, even to the point of taking 

advantage of others to get what he wants. At that point, selfishness becomes the great enemy to 

liberty. This selfishness is revealed when people begin neglecting their neighbor as well as 

getting what they can through the government coffers. Once the masses see that the government 

will take care of those who are less fortunate will be cared for by the government instead of their 

own family, friends, and neighbors, complacency sets in.  

When political and societal problems begin to occur—as is always the case when 

government rules—apathy takes hold. It's not that the people don't see the situation deteriorating 

around them, but they have their own problems to worry about. Society eventually deteriorates 

so much that dependency on the government to solve its problems sets in. When the citizenry no 

longer view themselves responsible and thus accountable for their own actions, society falls into 

degeneracy. Since society will no longer take responsibility for itself, government must then 

step in to control the problem that is leading to chaos. Liberty is taken away from the people and 

they are back in bondage once more. 

This is the cycle of failure that every republic has gone through in the history of man. 

While America has survived longer than any other nation attempting self-government, the United 

States has not been exempt from this process. Sadly, America has already fallen between the 

state of dependency and degeneracy. Americans have passed the point of apathy in that over half 

of eligible voters don’t do so in each and every election. People no longer have a burning desire 

to learn about the founding of this nation nor a determined will to defend it. Americans are more 

concerned about what they will receive from government than preserving liberty against 

government. 

Before anyone questions the idea that America is indeed between dependency and 

degeneracy, one simple question must be asked: How many Americans could live tomorrow if 

every government social program were to end? The majority of American families, for example, 

rely on the government to educate their children. Those who are retired rely mostly if not totally 

on their government Social Security checks each month. Millions of Americans would have a 

hard time paying their medical bills if it weren't for Medicare and other government programs. 



Many Americans would have to look for a job because their tax-funded unemployment benefits 

would no longer take care of them. Millions more would have to do the same because there 

would be no welfare checks in the mail, not to mention people having to find another place to 

live due to the disappearance of government housing. How many farmers and businesses would 

be in financial trouble because of their reliance on government subsidies? On and on the list 

could go in exposing the dependency of the American people. If the American people must rely 

on the government for everything, they indeed have nothing. 

America, however, has passed the dependency stage and is rapidly approaching the state 

of degeneracy. This decline is seen in that society not only asks for government assistance, but 

also now expects and demands these "entitlements." The very word entitlement explains the 

mindset of many voters today. They are no longer grateful for the "help" that society is "giving" 

them, but they have become ungrateful and belligerent in their demands—so much so that any 

talk of reforming or slowing the rate of growth in any of these areas is viewed as a political 

declaration of war. Politicians know this reaction and thus have a built-in dependent voting block 

every election. Liberals will point to these and other government programs as American 

progress, yet this so-called progress has required the high price of liberty.  

Case in point, since 1950 the size and scope of government has more than doubled! The 

average family today pays about 50% of its income to the government in local, state, and federal 

taxes. This percentage is more than it spends on food, clothing and shelter combined! But the 

question remains: At what point does America cease to be free? At what point will America 

change over from a capitalist republic to a socialist democracy? How high will the tax rate have 

to go before America is no longer America? Is it 55%, 62%, 78%? At what point do Americans 

wake up and realize that they are no longer living in the "land of the free and the home of the 

brave," but rather the "land of the weak and the home of the slave"? Just as it takes faith and 

courage to attain and preserve liberty, it requires cowardice and ignorance to lose it. 

When Benjamin Franklin came out of the sessions that formed this new nation, he was 

asked by a passerby, "What kind of government do we have, a republic or a monarchy?" Mr. 

Franklin replied, "A republic ... if you can keep it!" Well did Franklin know that the new 

government they had established would be difficult to keep and maintain. He knew that people 

grow soft and complacent and thus are willing to give up any and all liberties to obtain perceived 



security. Thus, no republic could stand where that attitude became the majority mindset. Harry 

Byrd understood this attitude as he said, "Human freedom is not a gift of man. It is an 

achievement by man; and, as it was gained by vigilance and struggle. So it may be lost in 

indifference and supineness." The only thing Americans need to do is continue to be indifferent 

toward the basics that this nation was founded upon, and human freedom will soon be lost 

forever. It has been well stated, "We have enjoyed so much freedom for so long that we are 

perhaps in danger of forgetting how much blood it cost to establish the Bill of Rights."  

This nation has indeed enjoyed freedom for so long that Americans have grown 

complacent, apathetic, and dependent on government. Its citizens don't even recognize bondage 

when they are in the middle of it. Thomas Paine wrote in The American Crisis, "What we obtain 

too cheap, we esteem too lightly." The saddest part of a nation's lost freedom is that the greatest 

aspect of liberty is liberty itself. Thomas Jefferson proclaimed, "How little do my countrymen 

know what precious blessings they are in possession of, and which no other people on earth 

enjoy!" Americans have stopped being satisfied with liberty; people now want security and every 

other guarantee that government has to offer to go with it—except that the government can't 

guarantee these things. Government cannot guarantee anything in life except death and taxes. For 

government to offer anything to society, it must first destroy or confiscate liberty. Americans 

must realize that if they give the government the power to take something from someone, they 

are also giving the government the power to take something away from themselves. Benjamin 

Franklin summed up this fact well when he said, "Those who would give up essential Liberty, to 

purchase a little temporary Safety, deserve neither Liberty nor Safety." One cannot be totally 

secure in freedom, just as one cannot be totally free in security. Security may not allow one to 

totally fail, but it will also not allow one to totally succeed.  

Just as the Second Law of Thermodynamics states that the natural order of things is to get 

worse not better, so too did the founders know that the nature of man and government is to 

become more oppressive over time. Thomas Jefferson said, "The natural progress of things is for 

liberty to yield and government to gain." James Monroe also warned of the snowball effect of 

government when he said, "How prone all human institutions have been to decay; how subject 

the best-formed and most widely organized governments have been to lose their check and 

totally dissolve; how difficult it has been for mankind, in all ages and countries, to preserve their 

dearest rights and best privileges, impelled as it were by an irresistible fate of despotism." The 



founders knew the dangers of this mindless surrendering of essential liberties. They understood 

what the Lord said through the prophet Hosea: "My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge" 

(Hosea 4:6). The knowledge to restore America is available for all; however, the American 

people must be courageous enough to know and accept this knowledge in order for them to have 

any hope.  

The Eternal Question  

Former President Ronald Reagan mentioned the fact that America's national anthem, the 

"Star Spangled Banner," is not just a song, but also a question. In context, it was written by 

Francis Scott Key while he was a prisoner aboard an enemy ship. He could see the battle being 

waged from afar, but had no way of knowing which side was winning. Under such conditions, he 

concluded the song by penning these beautiful words:  

O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,  

O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave? 

The song ends with the pointed question: Does the hope for freedom still exist? Mr. Key 

was asking if the American flag were waving, thus still in the fight, or had the enemy won and 

taken it down? While that was an actual question posed on that glorious night in history, the song 

is meant to be sung as a perpetual question to the American people. Do the principles of life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness still reign, or has the enemy replaced these principles with 

their own flag of tyranny? Is America still the land of the free and the home of the brave? It was 

Elmer Davis that pointed out that this land of the free will remain so only if it remains the home 

of the brave. The reality is that these are the questions that must be asked by every generation of 

Americans. President Reagan understood the need for eternal vigilance in protecting America's 

liberty: "Freedom is a fragile thing and is never more than one generation away from extinction. 

It is not ours by inheritance; it must be fought for and defended constantly by each generation, 

for it comes only once to a people. Those who have known freedom and then lost it have never 

known it again."  

Is all liberty lost? Not yet, but Americans must have the courage to restore liberty if this 

nation is to continue. In his inaugural address in 1801, Thomas Jefferson implored the American 

people to do just that when he said, "[S]hould we wander from the [principles of republican 

government], in moments of error or alarm, let us hasten to retrace our steps and to regain the 



road which alone leads to peace, liberty and safety." He knew that America would eventually 

begin to slip toward socialism and despotism, but Americans could come back to greatness if the 

people again upheld the warnings and laws that the founders set forth.  

The comparison between what the founders said, however, and what politicians say today 

could not be further apart. America has indeed begun to slide down the slippery slope of 

socialism. For America to regain her faded glory, she must do what Noah Webster said this 

country must do when he declared, "Let us rally round the Independence and Constitution of our 

country, resolved to a man that we will never lose by folly, disunion, or cowardice what has been 

planned by wisdom and purchased with blood." The only ones who can be blamed for this 

decline are the American people themselves. Conversely, the only ones who can save her are the 

same American people. This solution can be accomplished by learning, understanding, and 

rallying around the foundation of America. 

Without a doubt, if the founders could come back today, they would not be amazed so 

much at all the technological breakthroughs or the expansion of this continent or even the ability 

to travel into space as they would the giving up of fundamental freedoms. They would be 

amazed at the ignorance of the American people concerning liberty and the dangers of intrusive 

government. They would be saddened by the fact that America is going the way of all other 

nations that once had liberty, yet gave it up for other things. They would especially be amazed at 

all the God-fearing people who throw off their religion, thus justifying the wicked, when making 

political decisions. They would be amazed that this once proud nation, which they founded under 

God, is becoming just another one of the many nations under government. 


