
A Broken Cart 

  

“And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house of 

Abinadab that was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drave the 

new cart” (2 Sam. 6:3). 

  

            Some folks are always looking for something new (shoes, phone, vehicle, etc.). 

Some things that are new are desirable, especially when it pertains to one’s health 

(medicines, treatments, etc.). But when it comes to reverence and respect for God new 

things are not desirable, preferred, or correct. God’s Word does not change! His attitude 

toward sin does not change! His arrangement’s for worship and church organization 

hasn’t changed (Heb. 13:8-9). And yet many, because of their appeal for something 

new, disregard the old paths that are approved by God. Many today are making the 

same mistake David did nearly 3,000 years ago (2 Sam. 6:1-11). David’s motives were 

pure but his methods were polluted! A closer examination of this new cart will reveal 

what it truly was. 

  

            It was a cart of convenience (cf. 2 Sam. 6:3). David, along with his fellow 

Israelites, went to the home of Abindab to retrieve the Ark and bring it back to 

Jerusalem. Abindab’s home was inGibeah (hill). Because of where this home was 

located (on a hill) David may have employed a new cart as a matter of convenience. 

And still today men place God on the cart of convenience relative to salvation (Acts 

24:25), worship (Lev. 10:1ff; John 4:24), and service (Neh. 3:5). We can’t place God 

on the cart of convenience and expect Him to be pleased! Spiritual success takes 

sacrifice, time, and effort! We’ve got to “pick up our cross daily and follow Him” (Luke 

9:23). 

  

            It was a cart of compromise (cf. 2 Sam. 6:3-4). Did David know God’s 

requirements for transporting the Ark? In all likelihood he did, but if not, surely Uzzah 

and his brother (sons of Abinadab) did know! Is it possible that Uzzah and Ahio thought 

that since King David commanded the Ark to be transported in this manner they could 



compromise what God had commanded this one time? Man today makes the same 

mistake by placing God and His Word on the cart of compromise. But God’s people 

must not compromise the truth of God’s Word! We must “hold fast the profession of our 

faith without wavering” (Heb. 10:23). 

  

                It was a cart of corruption (cf. 2 Sam. 6:7a). David and his men may have 

constructed a new cart (good solid material), but make no mistake about it, it was full of 

corruption! Not one part of the cart met God’s standards! And corruption always results 

in destruction! Sadly, the masses continue to place God on the cart of corruption, 

individually (Rom. 6:1-2; 1 The. 5:3; Mat. 7:21) and collectively (1 Cor. 5:1ff). 

Denominationalism is nothing more than a cart of corruption! False teachers, who 

themselves are corrupt, are carrying the masses to destruction (cf. 2 Pet. 2:1-3). We 

can’t place God on the cart of corruption and expect Him to be pleased. We must“prove 

all things; hold fast that which is good” (1 The. 5:21). 

  

                It was a cart of confusion (cf. 2 Sam. 6:8-11). When Uzzah died as a result 

of touching the Ark, David was both angry and afraid, and for three months, because he 

was confused, did nothing. During that three month period, the Ark was placed in 

custody of Obededom who was blessed by God. Today there is much confusion over 

matters of faith, and as a result many, like David, leave God/religion for others to tend 

to, and in so doing, they miss out on God’s blessings! Why place God on a cart of 

confusion? We can “know the truth, and the truth shall make us free”(John 8:32; cf. 1 

John 2:1-3). 

  

                It was a cart of condemnation (cf. 2 Sam. 6:7b). Uzzah’s death proved what 

the new cart truly was- condemned! They had violated the Divine mandate and as a 

result Uzzah was condemned. He lost his life because he, as well as David, failed to 

adhere to God’s Word. Let it be understood that when we, like David and Uzzah, fail to 

adhere to all that God commands, we too will be condemned (cf. Rev. 22:18-19). Don’t 

place God on a cart that He condemns. Do things His way and escape 

condemnation (cf. Rom. 8:1). 



  

                David finally realized that God was always there and ready to bless him. But 

for such to happen he would have to dispose of the new method of transportation and 

go back to transporting it the old way- God’s way! We, like David, desire God’s 

presence in our lives. We want Him to lead us from this life to eternal life. But to insure 

His blessings along that journey, we must dispose of the new cart (my way of thinking) 

and ask and walk in the old paths (His way of thinking). 
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